




75% VC-funded startups – 
no money back 

52% MJ missed 
field goals 

99% patents that make no $ 

95% new products that bomb 

88% New Year’s resolutions 
Not! 

major IT projects 
fail to deliver 68% 

startup deaths in 
1st 18 months 70% 



 







“Your screw-up 
became my start-up 

. . .” 



“. . . and my start-up 
will screw up 

before it grows up!” 
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1. words 
2. questions 
3. stories 
4. relics 





Think about your portfolio of 
“failure zones” 
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Apply 
The  

“Un-Golden  
Rule” 

2. 



Don’t (always) think  
like an MBA. 3. 

“experiment” 





Get a free excerpt and a copy of the  
Failure Value Cycle Report Card at: 

 
www.theotherfwordbook.com 

 

@MarkCoopersmith 

http://www.theotherfwordbook.com
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